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 Parker Forbes, musician and Jackson, Tennessee, native, is about to board a 

flight from Nashville to LAX to headline a concert with his band at Amplyfi Music 

Venue in the heart of Hollywood. He turned 16 last fall. 

 “I used to watch a lot of Hair Metal videos when I was super young, like five 

or six,” Forbes said. “My dad was a huge fan of them, and we always had them 

playing around the house.” 

 “All of those drummers have huge drum kits,” Forbes said. “It looked cool 

to me, so that’s what I wanted to start doing.” 

 Forbes started playing drums, his first instrument, at age 10, when he 

received a drum kit for his birthday.  

 Forbes has been singing since he was a small child and became serious about 

the guitar at age 14 when he started taking lessons. He now excels at all  

three. 

 Forbes admires the talents of Julian Casablancas of The Strokes, the guitar 

playing of the indie band Diiv and the drum skills of the world-renowned U2, who 

are also the authors of the first song he ever played on guitar, “I Will Follow.”   

 Standing 6 feet 5 inches tall, Forbes is taller than his father and has shaggy 

brown hair with a face that resembles a young Mick Jagger.  
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 “When I was asked ‘What do you want to be when you grow up?’ as a child, 

I would always say a boxer,” Forbes said with a laugh. “I’m not sure why...I definitely 

could never see myself doing that now.” 

 Forbes is currently homeschooled by his mother at his home in Nashville, 

Tennessee along with his siblings – 12-year-old sister, Allie, and 10-year-old brother, 

Chandler. His part-time job at Smoothie King, along with a flexible homeschool 

schedule, leaves him plenty of time to write, record and play music. 

 Forbes gets parts of his musical talents from his father, Harrison, who played 

electric guitar for a friend’s band briefly in college. 

 Forbes’ first band was called “Viper” and consisted of his cousins, Noah and 

Andrew Forbes. Parker played drums and sang while Noah and Andrew played bass 

and guitar. 

 The classic rock trio spent three days recording their five track, self-titled  

EP at Jaxon Records in Jackson, Tennessee. 

 “We were one of the first bands to ever record [at Jaxon Records] after they 

opened in the fall of 2011,” Forbes said. “I just love the vibe of the studio.” 

 “Ever since then, whenever I want great sounding drum tracks, I’ll go down 

there and mix stuff sometimes,” Forbes said. “I love working with Bridges Holwell, 

their engineer and studio manager.”   

 Viper did a few shows at Franklin High School and local charity events. They  
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haven’t recorded new music together since their first EP. 

 More recently, Forbes was a member of the band Everson. The punk-rock 

group formed in August 2012 when he and his close friend Dawson Lowe started 

playing music together for fun. Sammy Begeson joined the group as the drummer 

with Forbes as vocalist and lead guitarist and Lowe as bassist. 

 Forbes met Lowe when they were in fifth grade at Hunters Bend Elementary 

School in Franklin, Tennessee, where they became best friends. 

 “We just happened to be in the same class together that year,” Lowe said. 

“We found out we had a lot in common and started hanging out…He’s like a 

brother to me.” 

 Forbes spent a lot of time writing and producing music for Everson while he 

was living in Los Angeles with his family for nine months, from fall 2011 to fall 

2012, while his dad worked on a television series. 

The group’s name was created during a long thinking session.  

 “Dawson, Sammy and I were at my house trying so hard to think of a cool 

name that was just one word,” Forbes said. “I decided to open up the phone book, 

and one of the very first names I saw was Everson.” 

 “Everyone hated it at first, but I suggested that we sit on it for a while and 

play one show with it and see how it turns out,” Forbes said. “So, we played as  

 The group recorded parts of their EP at Jaxon Records, as well as Kent Wells 
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Productions and J. Hall Inc. in Nashville.  

 Forbes worked closely with producer J. Hall during the album’s recording 

process, though they met a few years ago while Forbes, 13 at the time, was recording 

with Viper.   

Hall has worked in the music industry for over 15 years and produced 

albums for musicians including Young the Giant, House of Heroes, Evan Chapman, 

Molehill, Copperlily, Hidden Hospitals and Abandon Kansas, as well as dozens of 

others. He’s currently self-employed with his production company, J. Hall, Inc., in 

Nashville. 

  Everson’s three track, self-titled EP was released in August 2014 and 

received a great response in the Franklin and Nashville areas.   
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Their YouTube channel, “EversonBand,” with uploads of their songs and 

performances, has over 7,000 plays. The group has performed at Franklin High 

School, the Tennessee River Run Festival in Hardin County, Tennessee, The  

Crown Winery in Humboldt, Tennessee and various other venues. 

 The band split last fall because members desired to work on their own 

personal music projects. They still keep in touch.  

 Lowe is now a junior at Franklin High School. 

 “I enjoyed working with Parker during the Everson days,” Lowe said. “He’s  

-more- 



	   5 

very ambitious and definitely kept us all going at it.”   

 In the future, Lowe said he hopes to become a producer.  

 “I love mixing songs and working to make the music sound its best,” Lowe 

said.  

  Forbes’ latest musical venture involves expanding his personal music career 

with his solo group, the Parker Forbes Band.  

 Forbes has been busy writing and producing his own songs. He said he 

thrives in solo work where he writes the lyrics and records each instrument for the 

songs. 

 “I’m kind of a control freak,” Forbes said. “The solo group is new, but I like 

to change it up.” 

 Forbes is recording the entire solo album at his house using the professional 

software Pro Tools, which Hall taught him how to use when they recorded the 

Everson EP and parts of the Viper EP. 

 “I can’t think of anyone else who has taken me under their wing as much  

as J. [Hall] has,” Forbes said.  

 While working with Hall on the Everson album, Forbes had the opportunity 

to watch him mix several professional songs and albums using the Pro Tools 

software.   
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 “I got really lucky being able to sit in and learn all those things from him, 

especially because I’m a visual learner,” Forbes said. “J. showed so much patience in 

teaching me those tricks and tips in production.”  

 Forbes explained that Pro Tools is a complex and almost never-ending 

software.  

 “You can learn some stuff about it on the Internet, but at a certain point, not 

everybody is going to give away their secrets,” Forbes said. “For J. to be a totally 

open book to me like that, it’s incredibly special to me.” 

Hall said he was immediately impressed upon meeting Forbes. 

“When Parker’s at the studio, he’s there to work, and you don’t feel like 

you’re around a teenage boy,” Hall said. “He’s really responsive to the conversations 

we have…If I want him to play something a different way, he’s totally open-minded 

about it, which is not typical for a teenager.” 

“[Teenagers] tend to think that they know what’s best and they know 

everything,” Hall said. “Parker is the polar opposite of that…He knows what he 

wants and what he wants [his music] to sound like, which is really great.” 

Hall has enjoyed getting to know Forbes over the past few years and said he 

is unusually mature and professional for his age. 

  “Knowing him from ages 13 to 16, in these three short years, he’s probably 

done what I’ve seen take 8 to 10 years of artistic maturing,” Hall said. “Most 16-year- 

-more- 



	   7 

old boys are just really excited to be driving a car and dating a girl.” 

 Hall described Forbes as an “old soul.” 

 “I think, in our culture, we often use that word too freely these days,” Hall 

said. “But, I think the old soul concept actually works for him because he’s somehow 

been able to transcend many of the things associated with young age.” 

“He’s not a goofy teenager,” Hall said. “I’m sure he is with his friends, but I 

don’t ever see him in that element.” 

Hall said he is impressed and inspired by Forbes’ work ethic and motivation. 

“It’s so rare to see a kid his age be so dedicated and focused and work  

hard toward one singular goal,” Hall said. “He clearly wants to grow his fan base to 

the point where he can support himself with music, but his motivation is not to be 

famous.”  

“His work ethic is all driven from the standpoint of being the best he 

possibly can to entertain people…to play good songs and be a good entertainer at 

the live shows,” Hall said. “It’s just really inspiring to see a kid that good at that age.” 

Hall and Forbes continue to have a mentorship. 

“ I love him, and I’ve told him constantly from the beginning that anything 

he needs, to let me know,” Hall said. “I’ve helped him a lot, and it’s easy because 

he’s so appreciative and focused.” 

 Now that Forbes is recording his entire solo record in his bedroom, he said  
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he owes a huge part of that to Hall. 

 “I wouldn’t be where I am now if J. hadn’t been so generous and caring in 

teaching me,” Forbes said.  

 One of Forbes’ closest friends, Brandon Kelly, a junior at Franklin High 

School, is helping him edit and record the album as he plays the instruments and  

sings. 

 “Brandon comes over here like a nine to five job on the weekends and 

usually every week day unless one of us has something else going on,” Forbes said. 

“Now that I’ve taught him a lot about Pro Tools, I can just strap on a guitar, sit at 

the drum kit or work on lyrics while he’s there plugging things in and recording and 

editing as I go.” 

 This collaboration allows Forbes to do a lot more on the creativity side of 

things because he’s not having to work “two shifts at once” like he had in the past. 

 “He’s kind of my partner in crime on the whole thing, and I definitely owe 

the biggest thanks to him once this record is finished because he puts his heart into 

all the work he does,” Forbes said. “He also plays guitar on some of the songs and 

helps write lyrics.” 

 Forbes said many of his songs are often about broken relationships. 

 “I try to branch out from that and change it up sometimes, but it can be 

hard,” Forbes said. 
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 For the live shows he’s played with the Parker Forbes Band, Forbes has his 

musician friends play the instruments live. The main members who play alongside 

him are Jackson Mayhall on bass and David Curtis on drums. Both boys are juniors 

at Franklin High School.  

 Forbes got in touch with Curtis when Everson needed a drummer for their 

recording session because their original drummer was unable to make it that day.  

They had met previously at an event and Forbes knew Curtis played drums. 

 “David [Curtis] came over to my house a couple of times to learn the tunes 

and practice with the rest of the group,” Forbes said. “He was just so good…He 

blew me away.”  

 Forbes said he and Curtis lost touch for a while, but that he kept him in the 

back of his mind as a contact if he ever needed a drummer in the future. 

 “After the Everson thing broke off, I contacted David and told him I wanted 

to start a solo career and needed to get a live band together,” Forbes said. “I wanted 

really good players, and I knew David would exceed my expectations.” 

 Though Curtis and Forbes have known each other for just over one year, 

they’ve developed a strong bond of friendship. 

 “He’s one of the most dedicated musicians I’ve ever met in my life,” Curtis 

said. “All he ever seems to do is record, play and write…His work ethic is abnormal 

for his age.” 
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 Recently Forbes was invited to play at South by Southwest, a set of film, 

interactive and music festivals and conferences that take place every year in mid-

March in Austin, Texas. 

 Forbes had a blast playing three shows in four nights with his solo group at 

the festival and was delighted by the crowd’s positive response. 

 “It was a hectic, yet laid back tour,” Forbes said. “I was totally zoned into the 

music.”  

Forbes aims to have his solo album completed by the end of June this year. 

So far, he has just a few songs finished. He’s hoping to do a multi-city tour this fall. 

 “I would put my music as a priority all of the time, but when I do that, I get 

frustrated with it,” Forbes said, “So, I really try to balance it as much as I can with 

school, work, friends and family.”  

 Though that’s not the always the case when his band is preparing for an 

upcoming show.  

 “Music starts to become my top priority the closer I get to a show,” Forbes 

said. “The band and I practice the same set list dozens and dozens of times before a 

show, so when it’s time to go play, we just have fun and go play.” 

 As far as stage fright, Forbes said a smaller crowd in a more intimate setting 

is more intimidating than a room filled with thousands of people. 
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 “I feel super comfortable on stage, but I still do get nervous before shows,” 

Forbes said. “Being nervous and having that anticipation…I don’t think that will 

ever go away because it’s human nature.” 

 Forbes said his fondest memory of playing music so far was his experience at 

age 12 when he attended Rock ‘n Roll Fantasy Camp in Los Angeles. There he had 

the opportunity to play with a band at the House of Blues to a crowd of more than 

1,600 people.  

 “I think, that day, I knew that this is something I wanted to do for the rest of 

my life,” Forbes said. 

 At that time, he had only been playing drums for about two years.   

 When he’s not playing a show or recording music, Forbes enjoys hunting, 

biking, fishing and generally being outdoors. His favorite subject to study in school is 

social studies. 

 “I love hearing stories about the history of our country and others,” Forbes 

said. “Maybe it’s because I’m a storyteller too, with my songs, but that stuff never 

bores me.”  

 Spending time with family and friends is also a priority to him.  

 “We just like to sit around and talk about music we like or new bands we find 

or sometimes we play Xbox together,” Lowe said with a laugh. “You know, regular 

guy stuff.” 
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Curtis always has fun when he spends time with Forbes. 

 “We come up with really silly jokes and laugh way too hard about them,” 

Curtis said. “One time we were in Applebee’s and there was this really funny joke, 

and we were both laughing harder than we ever had and we almost got kicked out.”  

 Forbes met girlfriend Emily Clement, a junior at Lipscomb Academy in 

Nashville, when she performed at the Good Cup, a coffee shop in Nashville, last fall.  

 “He ran out after the show to tell me I did a good job,” said Clement, “And 

he contacted me on Facebook later on.” 

 They’ve been dating for nine months and just went to junior prom together 

last week. 

 “We got really close really quickly,” Clement said. “We just connected.” 

 Clement admires Forbes’ motivation and hard work.  

 “Parker is a perfectionist when it comes to his music,” Clement said. “He 

wants it to sounds as good as it possibly can before he lets anyone else hear it, and I 

think that’s pretty cool.” 

 Clement has her own singer-songwriter solo band on the side, which Forbes 

has played bass for.  

 “I’d like to get a record deal in the future and make a career out of my 

music,” Clement said. 
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Forbes has learned a lot from his few years of being involved in the music industry. 

 “One thing I’ve learned about the industry is that there’s always going to be 

people better than you, and you have to learn to be okay with that,” Forbes said. 

“You have to obviously always strive to be the biggest and best you can be, but not 

every guy or girl that starts playing music and says, ‘I know that I can be the biggest 

thing in the world,’ and tries until they’re 60 years old is going to be able to do that.” 

 “For most of us, it’s not going to happen…It’s never going to happen. You 

have to accept that and not be bitter on life and blame other people,” Forbes said. 

“There is a lot of luck involved in getting famous. There’s a whole lot of luck.” 

 “There are a million people out there who can play guitar better than Joe 

Perry from Aerosmith or better than Keith Richards from the Rolling Stones, but, 

it’s just not going to happen for everybody,” Forbes said. “So, that was kind of a 

tough pill for me to swallow for a long time.” 

 No matter what happens, Forbes said he wants to keep doing music. 

 “Would I like to be world-renowned rock star? Sure, I would love to be, but, 

I am equally as happy doing what I love whether 20 people come to see my shows or 

if 20,000 come to see my shows,” Forbes said. “I’m not doing it to please or impress 

anyone. I’m doing it for me because it’s what I love to do.” 

 Forbes strives for an attitude of thankfulness and humility and hopes to 

inspire those he encounters. 
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 “I wake up happy daily and believe that every day you’re alive is a day to be 

thankful,” Forbes said. “Everybody inspires me in some kind of way, and I want to 

be an inspiration to them as well.” 

 Concerning his religious beliefs, Forbes said he reads the Bible often and 

thinks it’s full of wisdom and beautiful poetry.  

 “To me, I believe in God, but I would never go out preaching it,” Forbes 

said. “It’s a very confusing state to be in.” 

  “I think it’s impossible to look around at our beautiful world and the 

beautiful people in it and not wonder about a Creator who created it all,” Forbes 

said.  

  He’s trying to figure things out. 

  “At the end of the day, I’m only 16, and I’ve got a whole, long, long road 

ahead of me and a lot of time,” Forbes said. “Sometimes I want to rush it, but all 

that does is frustrate me.”  

 His flight leaves in one hour. His solo band is headlining an all-ages show at 

Amplyfi. The opening act is the V.U., an indie-rock, all-girl band that has received 

much buzz in the Los Angeles area. 

 “I think this will be the biggest show I’ve played so far,” Forbes said. “I’m 

excited to see what happens next.” 
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